
Kwok-Pong (Bobby) Tso 
Lecturer of Art – Ceramics 

Department of Fine and Performing Arts 
Northwest Missouri State University 

25969 247th st 
Maryville, Missouri 64468 

 
Cell Phone:816-387-7689 

hyacinth3219@hotmail.com 
Teaching Philosophy 
 
Like the old saying “learn something new every day”, I believe being a teacher allow me to have 
the opportunity to share my knowledge and my own experience to others on a daily bases. My 
philosophy of teaching is my attempt to show students that our skills and talent are not innate. 
Instead, I believe they are earned through serious practice, critical thinking and hard work to gain 
the way of understanding: practice to give us skill; critical thinking to provide knowledge; hard 
work to strengthen our experience. 

I have taught Form in Clay I(hand building) and Form in Clay II(wheel throwing), at The 
University of Iowa,  and ceramics I(hand building), ceramics II(wheel throwing, drawing, 
painting, 2-D design and 3-Design at Iowa Central Community College, as the instructor of 
record, I was fully responsible for curriculum of all the courses, all courses are design to include 
multiple techniques, and begin with basic to advanced skills to understand the materials, in 
ceramics classes I provide techniques such as wheel throwing, slab-building, coil-building, 
glazing, glazes materials, firing, kiln loading, kiln building to mold making , I also provide the 
knowledge for my students understanding the use of different materials, as I believe the future of 
“Art” are cross multidisciplinary, I feel that it is important to help my students to be aware of the 
current movement of art making,  I also try to provide mentoring for my students to go beyond 
their comfort zone by pushing their limit such as suggesting firing kilns on their own, kiln 
loading, and mixing glazes.  After graduated from the University of Iowa with my MFA, I 
become lecturer of art in Ceramics at Northwest Missouri State University, teaching all level 
Ceramics classes including: Beginner Ceramics, Wheel throwing, Advanced Ceramics and 
Ceramics Studio, and act as head of the Ceramics Department, this college level teaching 
experience provide me the skill necessary to navigate difficult tasks, such as planning of outdoor 
kilns construction, keep up with a 2000sq ft studio manage all ceramics related materials 
inventory, fixing equipment, organizing field trip, act as student club advisor and being response 
to my student as teacher by providing up to date information in the Art field, more importantly it 
help me understand time management for being a professional practicing artist, all of this 
important experience provide me a helpful insight for me to explain to my student what is 
necessary to be a practicing Artist. 
However I believe the most important techniques I teach in all classes are journalizing their 
thought and sketch to record their ideas.  By teaching my students basic techniques, I encourage 
my student to re-invent what is invented and connect techniques to create conceptual expression. 



I stress that the techniques I provide are only the beginning of the structure. Self-evaluation 
allows the student to use these techniques to find meaning and to develop compelling feeling, 
enthusiasm, or desire, so they can become more passionate for their work. By extension, 
exploring how to infuse these methods to art making, allows student to become a lifelong 
learners, pushing forward the constant development and changes of everything they know. 

Group critiques and individual discussion are helpful way for students to solidify their ideas and 
allow them to learn from each other. By encouraging them to create dialogue between each other, 
I find that students in the class become a more collective  group that motivates each other 
Creating positive learning environment allows each student to develop and share their aspiration 
for their art, learn new abilities and create new means for themselves and others. 

I believe; my teaching goes beyond just technical information and skills. My professors, 
instructors, and peers have taught me throughout my life. They made me feel that they are not 
only there to provide me with knowledge and skills, but also to be a person I can trust and go to 
for help. Knowing that they will always take the time to treat me as individual and be there for 
me allows me to not be fearful and step in further to the unknown, so I can ask the hardest 
question and push myself further. I believe part of my duty as a professor is not only to assist 
students with philosophical or practical advice, but to teach them to learn how to creatively ask 
harder questions and support them with a way of understanding oneself through research in those 
questions. It is important for them to know that I will always be there for them and support them 
and encourage them to become a better and successful artist.  


